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Registration Procedures 
 
PART A PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS 

 
1.  Operative provisions 

 
1.1 In terms of Article 5.1 (b)(iv), Article 5.2(c)(iv) and the declaration in the Registration Form and/or the 

Transfer Form Clubs, Players and other appropriate persons under the jurisdiction of the Scottish FA 
agree to be bound by the Registration Procedures as amended from time to time. 

 
1.2 No Player shall be entitled to play Association Football in Scotland under the auspices of the Scottish 

FA unless they are registered  at the Scottish FA in accordance with the Registration Procedures.   
 
1.3  A Player registered under these Registration Procedures, may only play Association Football in 

Scotland in accordance with, and subject to the particular rules contained herein. 
 
1.4 Players, Clubs and other persons under the jurisdiction of the Scottish FA must comply with the FIFA 

Regulations on the Status and Transfer of Players as may be amended by FIFA from time to time 
("FIFA Regulations") and with the rules of the competition in which a Player is playing.  The current 
FIFARegulations can be found at http://www.fifa.com/aboutfifa/officialdocuments/doclists/laws.html  

 
1.5 Subject to Paragraph 2.1, below, notwithstanding registration at the Scottish FA in terms of the 

Registration Procedures, Clubs also have to comply with the appropriate eligibility rules in place for 
competitions in which they compete. 

 
1.6  Notwithstanding registration  at the Scottish FA in terms of the Registration Procedures, Clubs have to 

comply with relevant employment legislation in force from time to time together with (where 
relevant) the Endorsement Requirements which are set out at Annex 3 hereto as may be amended 
from time to time.   

 
1.7 Clubs, Players and other persons under the jurisdiction of the Scottish FA shall also comply with the 

Supplementary Registration Procedures, as amended from time to time.  The current Supplementary 
Registration Procedures can be found at www.scottishfa.co.uk. 

 
1.8  Terms in these Registration Procedures shall be as defined in Annex 1. Disputes will be referred in 

accordance with the specific provisions within these Registration Procedures which provide for 
determination of disputes in accordance with Annex 2. Clubs shall comply with the Endorsement 
Requirements at Annex 3 hereto (or as amended from time to time), in terms of paragraph 1.6 above. 
Registrations shall be registered by way of the form in Annex 4, and the particular provisions of these 
Registration Procedures.   Transfers shall be registered by way of the form in Annex 5, and the 
particular provisions of these Registration Procedures.  Clubs in membership of the Scottish Junior FA 
and also clubs in membership of any relevant Affiliated Associations and Recognised Football Bodies 
(aside from those in the Scottish Professional Football League) shall enter into agreements with their 
Players by way of the form in Annex  6.  Annex 7 will be reproduced on the reverse of the Registration 
Form and applies to Amateur Players Age Groups 10-17 and all Scottish Professional Football League 

http://www.fifa.com/aboutfifa/officialdocuments/doclists/laws.html
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Under 18 Players.  Clubs shall comply with the provisions of Annex 8 in terms of any compensation, 
training fund contributions or reimbursement of costs of training and development which they 
require to pay.  Clubs shall comply with the rules set out in Annex 9 regarding their approaches for 
signing Scottish Youth FA Clubs’ registered Players and Club Academy Scotland Players.  Clubs shall 
comply with the eligibility provisions contained at Annex 10.  Clubs shall only sign Recreational Form 
Players in accordance with the provisions of Annex 11 and the particular provisions of these 
Registration Procedures.   

 
2.   Interpretation  
 
2.1  Unless otherwise provided for, where Competition Rules conflict with the Registration Procedures, 

then the Registration Procedures shall take precedence. 
 
2.2 References herein to Paragraphs are to the paragraphs and rules set out in these Registration 

Procedures. 
 
2.3 Terms herein referring to natural persons are applicable to both genders.  Any term in the singular 

shall include the plural and vice versa. 
 
2.4 References herein to the Articles are to the Articles of Association of the Scottish FA (as may be 

amended from time to time) 
 
2.5 For the purpose of the Registration Procedures, unless otherwise specifically stated herein, the terms 

set out in Annex 1 are as defined therein. 
 
 
PART B PARTICULAR PROVISIONS RELATING TO PROFESSIONAL PLAYERS 
 
3.  Registration Periods  
 
3.1 Registration Periods will apply to Professional Players who compete in football at Scottish Professional 

Football League level.   
 
3.2 To those Clubs to which Registration Periods apply, a Professional Player may only be registered to 

play  with such a Club during one of two Registration Periods per year as determined by the Board 
from time to time.  Notwithstanding the foregoing provision, and subject to Paragraph 3.3 below, a 
Professional Player who at the conclusion of a Registration Period is not registered to a Club, may sign 
and be registered for a Club outwith the Registration Period.  

 
3.3 Internationally and Domestically, a Professional Player may be registered with a maximum of three 

Clubs to which Registration Periods apply during one Season. Notwithstanding the foregoing the 
Professional Player is only eligible to play Official Matches for two Clubs, to which Registration Periods 
apply, in any one Season.  

   
3.4  Subject to Paragraph 3.2, the Scottish FA will only effect the registration of Professional Players during 

the two Registration Periods.  The Scottish FA will provide the Club for which the Professional Player is 
registered with a Player Passport indicating the Club(s) said Player has been registered with since his 
12th birthday.  The date and time of registration will be recorded by the Scottish FA in the Transaction 
Audit Trail.   

 
3.5 The Scottish FA may in its absolute discretion, in exceptional circumstances, sanction an application 
  for registration of a Professional Player outwith the Registration Periods subject to specific conditions,  

Board approval and, where required, approval of FIFA. 
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4.   General 
  
4.1  Provided that, in respect of relevant Players it is during a Registration Period, or special dispensation 

has been granted in accordance with Paragraph 3.5 of the Registration Procedures, every Player 
who has entered into an agreement with a Professional Club, providing for payment to him of 
wages, shall be registered  at the Scottish FA as a Professional Player upon a Registration Form.   For 
the avoidance of doubt, an Amateur Player who signs a Professional Player Registration Form 
immediately ceases the status of an Amateur Player and acquires the status of a Professional Player.  

 
4.2 A Player who has not attained School Leaving Age shall not be a Professional Player and shall not be 

registered  at the Scottish FA as a Professional Player upon the Registration Form.   
 
4.3 A Player, who is under 18 years of age at the date of signing as a Professional Player upon the 

Registration Form may only be registered for a period not exceeding 3 years.  Any clause referring to 
a longer duration within the relative agreement between the Player and the Club shall not be 
recognised and in such circumstances, the Player’s registration shall cease after 3 years, from the 
date of the signing as a Professional Player upon the Registration Form.    

 
4.4 The registration of a Player who is 18 years of age and over at the date of signing the Registration 

Form may be registered for a period up to but not exceeding 5 years from the date of the signing of 
the Registration Form.  Agreements of any other length shall only be permitted if consistent with 
national laws. 

 
4.5 A registration of a Professional Player upon the Registration Form shall be binding on the Player and 

Club until the date on which the agreement between the Club and the Player terminates unless 
cancelled at an earlier date in accordance with Paragraph 17.3 of the Registration Procedures.  

 
4.6 Such registration shall continue and remain effective and binding on the Player and the Club if a new 

agreement is concluded and is properly lodged with the Secretary in accordance with the 
Registration Procedures, not later than the date on which an existing agreement terminates. 

 
5 Registration Form for Professional Players 
 
5.1 General 
 
5.1.1      All Professional Clubs shall use the Registration Form to register Professional Players.   

 
5.1.2 The Registration Form will not be valid unless it is accompanied by any contract entered into 

between the Club concerned and the Player stating all the terms and conditions in conformity with 
Paragraph 7 of the Registration Procedures and/or the specific rules of the Scottish Professional 
Football League, if applicable.  

 
5.1.3  Unless otherwise permitted by the specific Competition Rules, a Professional Player who is 

registered by means of a Registration Form, may only play in the terms set out at Paragraph 1.4 of 
Annex 10 of the Registration Procedures. 

 
6  Transfers   
 
6.1  General 
 
6.1.1 The transfer of a Player by means of the Transfer Form may be on a permanent transfer (in 

accordance with Paragraph 6.2),  or a loan (in accordance with Paragraph 6.3). 
 
6.2  Permanent Transfer 
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6.2.1 Provided that it is during a Registration Period, applicable to Scottish Professional League Clubs only, 
or special dispensation has been granted in accordance with Paragraph 3.5, a Professional Player, 
may have his registration transferred immediately to another Club, by the Club to which his 
registration is being transferred, lodging with the Secretary via the Online Registration Procedures  
or by post, email or fax a Transfer Form and, where applicable, the agreement between the Player 
and that Club, in accordance with  Paragraph 7, together with the completed Registration Form.   

 
6.2.2 The Player’s current registration will be cancelled on, and his registration  with the Club to which his 

registration is to be transferred to shall be effective from, the date of registration as confirmed by 
the Transaction Audit Trail. 

 
6.2.3 The Clubs and the Player concerned, where the Player provides an email address, shall each be 

issued with written or electronic confirmation of the transfer of registration from the Scottish FA.  

 
6.3 Loan (Temporary Transfer) 
 
6.3.1  Subject to the rules of any other Recognised Football Body, a Player may have his registration 

transferred temporarily to another Club. 
 
6.3.2 The Club to which a Player’s registration is to be transferred temporarily shall lodge with the 

Secretary via the Online Registration Procedures or by post, email or fax a completed Transfer Form 
indicating the type of temporary transfer signed by the Player and on behalf of each Club concerned 
by a Recognised Official.  The terms and conditions under which a Player’s registration is to be 
temporarily transferred shall be clearly stated therein. 

 
6.3.3 The temporary transfer of the Player’s registration will be effective from the date of registration as 

contained on the Transaction Audit Trail. 
 
6.3.4 The temporary transfer of a Player’s registration once effected, shall continue in force until the 

expiry date of the period of the temporary transfer, unless the terms and conditions of the 
temporary transfer of registration contain provision for the early termination and/or all parties 
otherwise agree that the temporary transfer should be terminated early.  Such termination shall be 
notified to the Secretary in writing, signed by the Player and Recognised Officials of each Club 
concerned. 

 
6.3.5 On the termination of a temporary transfer of registration, the Player’s registration shall 

immediately revert to the Club from which his registration was temporarily transferred subject to 
the rules of any other Recognised Football Body where applicable. 

 
. 
 
7. Agreement Between Club and Player 
 
7.1 General Provisions  
 
7.1.1 This Paragraph 7 does not apply to Clubs in membership of the Scottish Professional Football 

League.   
  
7.1.2 All provisions of this Paragraph 7 must be embodied in all Agreements between Players and Clubs. 
 
7.1.3 A Club must enter into a written agreement with each player it registers upon the form contained at 

Annex 6.  Aside from the form contained at Annex 6 of these Registration Procedures, no further 
agreement of any description shall be entered into between Clubs and Players.  
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7.2 Written agreements between Player and Club 
 
7.2.1 In the case of a Player who has attained 18 years of age at the date of signing then such Agreement 

between Player and Club may be for a period of time of not less than 28 days and not more than 5 
years.  Any clause referring to a longer duration within the relative Agreement between Player and 
Club who has attained 18 years of age at the date of signing shall only be permitted if consistent 
with national laws.    

 
7.2.2 In the case of a Player, who is under 18 years of age at the date of signing, then such Agreement 

between Player and Club may not be for a period of time exceeding 3 years.    Any clause referring 
to a longer duration within the relative agreement between the Player and the Club shall not be 
recognised and in such circumstances, the Agreement shall cease after 3 years, from the date of the 
Agreement.    

   
7.2.3 The Agreement between Player and Club shall be signed by the Player and a Recognised Official of 

the Club concerned and lodged with the Secretary via the Online Registration Procedures or by post, 
email or fax together with the Professional Player’s Registration Form.  A duplicate, also signed by all 
parties, shall be given to the Player by the Club.  

 
7.2.4 All payments, benefits, or considerations of any description which are made to a Player by or on 

behalf of a Club in respect of or in connection with such Player’s playing or training activities for 
such Club (other than re-imbursement of expenses actually incurred)must be fully recorded upon 
the relevant written agreement contained at Annex 6 of the Registration Procedures between the 
Club and the which must be submitted to the Scottish FA. No other payments for his playing 
activities may be made to a Player via a third party or otherwise. 

 
7.2.5 If the services of an Intermediary have been used in contractual negotiations the Clubs shall ensure 

that the Intermediaries name and signature appears upon the relevant agreement.    
 
7.2.6 If the services of an Intermediary have not been used then the Club must expressly state this upon 

the relevant agreement. 
 
7.3  Notice of Termination of Agreement and Player’s Right of Appeal  

 
7.3.1 When an agreement between a Club and a Professional Player who has signed a Registration Form, 

is the subject of a notice of termination by the Club, the registration of the Player  at the Scottish FA 
shall be cancelled by the Scottish FA, 5 days after being advised of such termination.  Where a 
contractual dispute has arisen between a Club and Player in relation to the termination of such 
agreement, such dispute shall be resolved in accordance with the Dispute Resolution Procedure 
contained at Annex 2 of the Registration Procedures.   

 
7.3.2 In the event of such Professional Player not commencing arbitration in accordance with the Dispute 

Resolution Procedure contained in Annex 2 hereto against termination of his engagement within 5 
days of the notice of termination, the Player’s registration  at the Scottish FA shall be cancelled.   

 
7.4  Suspension of Player 
 
 A Professional Player who is registered  with a Club in full membership of the Scottish FA by means 

of a Registration Form shall, during the period of any suspension imposed upon him for any reason 
other than breach of contract, be paid the basic minimum wage to which he is entitled under the 
terms of his written agreement with the Club. 
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8 BREACH OF CONTRACT 
 
8.1  A Professional Player, who leaves a Club in violation of his agreement with that Club may be 

suspended and may be liable to sports sanctions and the payment of any compensation claims in 
accordance with the Judicial Panel Protocol and/or the FIFA Regulations, as appropriate. 

 
8.2 A Club who dismisses a Professional Player in violation of his agreement with that Professional 

Player may be liable to sports sanctions and the payment of any compensation claims in accordance 
with the Judicial Panel Protocol and/or the FIFA Regulations, as appropriate. 

 
8.3 A Club, or any other person under the jurisdiction of the Scottish FA, which induces a Professional 

Player to break his agreement with another Club may be liable to sports sanctions and the payment 
of any compensation claims in accordance with the Judicial Panel Protocol and/or the FIFA 
Regulations, as appropriate.  

 

8.4  A Club, or any other person under the jurisdiction of the Scottish FA, which induces another Club to 
break their agreement with a Professional Player may be liable to sports sanctions and the payment 
of any compensation claims in accordance with the Judicial Panel Protocol and/or the FIFA 
Regulations, as appropriate.  

 

PART C     PARTICULAR PROVISIONS RELATING TO PROFESSIONAL NON-CONTRACT PLAYERS 

9              General 

 
9.1 Clubs in membership of the Scottish Professional Football League may not register a Player as a 

Professional Non-Contract Player. 

 
9.2 A Professional Non-Contract Player shall not be paid for his playing activities.  It shall be a breach of 

the Scottish FA's Disciplinary Rules, and thus subject to disciplinary action in accordance with the 
Judicial Panel Protocol to pay a Professional Non-Contract Player a signing on fee, a weekly wage or 
any payment more than the expenses he effectively incurs in return for his footballing activity. 

 
9.3 A Professional Non-Contract Player who is registered  with a Club may, within one month prior to 

the end of the Season in which he is registered, sign and be registered  with the same Club for the 
following Season. 

 
9.4 Unless re-registered in accordance with Paragraph 9.3 above, the registration of a Professional Non-

Contract Player will lapse automatically at the end of the Season in which he signed the Registration 
Form and the Player will be free to sign  with another Club, thereafter.   

 
9.5 For the avoidance of doubt, the following provisions of the Registration Procedures also apply to 

Professional Non-Contract Players:   

PART D  PARTICULAR PROVISIONS RELATING TO AMATEUR PLAYERS  

 
10  General  
 
10.1 Clubs may sign and register an Amateur Player by registering them as an Amateur Player upon the 

Registration Form.  For the avoidance of doubt, a Professional Player cannot sign as an Amateur 
Player unless he is reinstated to amateur status in accordance with the Articles.   
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10.2  Terms and Conditions 
 
 The following terms and conditions shall apply in relation to registrations of Amateur Players: 
 
10.2.1  An Amateur Player shall be subject to the Articles and the Registration Procedures. 

 
10.2.2 An Amateur Player shall not be paid any remuneration by the Club or any third party for his playing 

activities other than the expenses he effectively incurs in return for his footballing activity.  It shall 
be a breach of the Scottish FA's Disciplinary Rules, and thus subject to disciplinary action in 
accordance with the Judicial Panel Protocol to pay an Amateur Player for his playing activities other 
than the expenses he effectively incurs in return for his footballing activity. 

 
10.2.3 The registration of an Amateur Player will lapse automatically at the end of the Season in which he 

signed the Registration Form and the Player will be free to sign with another Club, thereafter except 
in the case of Amateur Players Age Groups 15 and 16. 

 
10.2.4 An Amateur Player may only be registered as an Amateur Player, under the Registration Form for   

one Club.   
 
10.2.5 A Player may be signed as a Recreational Form Player  with more than one Club and in accordance 

with Annex 11 subject to the relevant provisions of the rules and regulations of the relevant 
Affiliated National Association and, where applicable, the Registration Procedures.   

 
10.3 End of Season Procedures  
 
10.3.1 An Amateur Player may: 
 
10.3.1.1 sign and be registered  with his current Club for the next Season between 1st June and 30

th
 June 

each year; or 
 
10.3.1.2 An Amateur Player with the exception of Amateur Players Age Groups 15 and 16 will be free from 

1st July each year to sign  with the Club of his choice providing he has not signed for the next Season 
in the above mentioned terms. 

 
. 
 

PART E     PARTICULAR PROVISIONS RELATING TO  AMATEUR PLAYERS AGE GROUPS 10-17 

 
11 General 

 
11.1  A Player qualified by age as stipulated under this Paragraph 11 may be registered  as an  Amateur 

Player Age Groups 10-17 upon a Registration Form, by a Professional Club.  The application of 
Registration Periods, Domestically, does not apply to  Amateur Players Age Groups 10-17.. 

 
11.2 A Player who has attained 10 years of age is eligible to sign and be registered at the Scottish FA as 

an  Amateur Player Age Groups 10-17. To be valid the Registration Form must be completed and 
signed by the Player, the Player’s parent(s)/guardian(s)/carer(s) and an official of the Club. By 
signing the form all parties are agreeing to be bound by the Scottish FA Amateur Player Age Groups 
10-17 Declaration Form in all cases and the Scottish Professional Football League Code of Conduct if 
the club is also in membership of that body.   
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11.3 The qualifying date for each age group is a Player born on or after 1st January of the appropriate 
year up to and including age group 17.  By way of example only, in relation to Season 2015/2016: 

 
 Age Group 12 – born on or after 1

st
 January, 2004 and not after 31

st
 December, 2004 

 Age Group 13 – born on or after 1
st

 January, 2003 and not after 31
st

 December, 2003 
 
11.4 A Club competing within the Club Academy Scotland Programme is permitted to sign and register up 

to a maximum of twenty Youth Players in each age group at any one time.  
 
11.5 A Club which does not compete within the Club Academy Scotland Programme may sign up to a 

maximum of twenty  Amateur Players Age Groups 10 – 17 in total. 
 
11.6 The registration of an  Amateur Player for Age Groups 10 through to 14 will lapse automatically at 

the end of the Season in which  such  Amateur Player Age Groups 10-14 and his 
parent(s)/guardian(s)/carer(s) signed the Registration Form and the  Amateur Player Age Groups 10-
14 will be free to sign  with another Club thereafter.    Providing the  Amateur Player Age Groups 10-
14 former Club has conformed with the End of Season Procedures set out in Paragraph 12 of the 
Registration Procedures, it will have retained a right to reimbursement of training costs of the Player 
as provided for in Annex 8 of the Registration Procedures. 

 
11.7 The registration of an  Amateur Player Age Groups 10-17 for age group 15 allows a Club should it 

wish and providing it has conformed with the End of Season Procedures set out in Paragraph 12 of 
the Registration Procedures, to bring the Player’s registration forward to age group 16 for the 
following Season on the existing Registration Form. 

 
11.8 The registration of an  Amateur Player Age Groups 10-17 for age group 16 allows a Club should it 

wish and providing it has conformed with the End of Season Procedures set out in Paragraph 12 of 
the Registration Procedures, to bring the Player’s registration forward for the following and final 
Season at youth level upon the existing Registration Form.  

 
11.9 An  Amateur Player Age Groups 10-17 may, within one month prior to the end of the Season of 

expiry of his Registration Form sign and be registered  with that Club for the following Season unless 
his current registration is at age group 17 in which case the Registration Form will lapse at the end 
of that Season unless cancelled at an earlier date under the terms of Paragraph 17 of the 
Registration Procedures. 

 
11.10 To be valid the Registration Form of an  Amateur Player Age Groups 10-17 who has not yet attained 

16 years of age at the date of signing must in all cases be signed by the  Player’s 
parent(s)/guardian(s)/carer(s).  

 
11.11 Subject to the foregoing, should an  Amateur Player Age Groups 10-17 aged 10 or 11 have his 

Registration Form cancelled at the request of his  parent(s)/guardian(s)/carer(s) then such   Player 
will not be eligible to sign another Registration Form  with any Club participating in the Club 
Academy Scotland Programme during the course of the remainder of the Season of cancellation.  In 
exceptional circumstances however, the Scottish FA may allow said  Player to sign such form.   

 
. 
 
12 End of Season Procedures –  Amateur Players Age Groups 10-17 
 
12.1 Not later than 30th June in the playing Season of signing at age group 14 and below the Club shall by 

recorded delivery and, in accordance with the Online Registration Procedures advise the Scottish FA, 
the Player, his parent(s)/guardian(s)/carer(s) and any other Recognised Football Body where 
applicable, of any offer of a further period of registration made to the Player. 

  
12.2  Not later than 30th June in the playing Season of signing at age group 15 the Club shall by recorded 

delivery and, in accordance with the Online Registration Procedures, advise the Scottish FA, the 
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Player, his parent(s)/guardian(s)/carer(s) and any other Recognised Football Body where applicable 
confirming whether a Player’s registration is to be continued for the following Season. This 
procedure must also be carried out if a Club intends to continue a Player’s registration from age 
group 16 to 17. Failure to advise the Scottish FA in writing will result in a Player’s registration 
lapsing. 

 
. 

 
PART F   GENERAL PROVISIONS  

 13  Dispute Resolution 
 
 13.1 Subject to the remainder of Paragraph 13, below, any dispute arising out of the Registration 

Procedures between and/or amongst Players, Member Clubs and/or the Scottish FA and/or any 
other person under the jurisdiction of the Scottish FA shall be determined in accordance with the 
Dispute Resolution Procedure contained at Annex 2 of the Registration Procedures. 

 
 13.2  Any dispute regarding the application of the Registration Procedures, including the FIFA Regulations, 

Internationally, will be determined by FIFA in accordance with the FIFA Regulations.   
 
 13.3 Any dispute between a Professional Non-Contract Player or Amateur Player and his Club in 

membership of the Scottish Junior FA shall be determined by the Scottish Junior FA, subject to a 
right of appeal to the Judicial Panel in accordance with the Judicial Panel Protocol.   

 
 13.4 Any dispute regarding Agreements between a Club in membership of the Scottish Professional 

Football League and a Player, shall be determined in terms of the rules and provisions of the 
Scottish Professional Football League.   

 
 13.5 Any dispute regarding compensation entitlement, training fund contribution and reimbursement of 

costs of training and development in respect of Annex 8 of the Registration Procedures, shall be 
determined in accordance with Annex 2 and Annex 8 of the Registration Procedures. . 

 
 14 Communications  
 
 14.1  Unless otherwise provided within the Registration Procedures, a communication or documentation in 

respect of the Registration Procedures may be made or delivered by any effective means including: 

 

  14.1.1   By first class ordinary or recorded or registered delivery post; 

 

  14.1.2   By hand delivery or courier; 

 

 14.1.3   By email to an intimated email address; 

 

  14.1.4   By fax to an intimated fax number; or 

 

  14.1.5      By any combination of the above. 

 

 14.2  Unless otherwise provided within the Registration Procedures, a communication or documentation shall 

be deemed to have been delivered: 

 

  14..2.1 If issued by recorded delivery or registered first class post, and upon production of evidence of 

posting by recorded or registered delivery, on the day after the posting of the letter;  

 

 14.2.2 If issued by hand or by courier, on the date of delivery upon evidence of delivery by hand or 

courier; or 
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 14.2.3 If issued by email or by fax, and upon evidence of sending by email or fax, on the day on which 

the email or facsimile was sent; 

 

 14.3 Unless otherwise provided within the Registration Procedures, where a communication is communicated 

orally, at a hearing, it shall be deemed to have been communicated on the date when the 

communication was made. 

  
 15 Information and Personal Data  
 
 15.1  The Scottish FA is the data controller in respect of any personal data provided to the Scottish FA as a 

result of the Registration Procedures and the Scottish FA will process such personal data in 
accordance with its obligations under the Data Protection Act 1998. 

 
 15.2 The Scottish FA will use personal data for the purposes set out in the Registration Procedures.  This 

may include obtaining an individual’s personal data from a third party or disclosing an individual’s 
personal data to a third party where that is necessary for the purpose of proceedings arising in terms 
of the Registration Procedures and subject to the consideration of the rights, freedoms and legitimate 
interests of the data subject. 

 
 16  Periods of Time 
 
 16.1 Unless otherwise provided within the Registration Procedures, periods of time are to be calculated for 

the purpose of the Registration Procedures as follows:  
 
 16.1.1 Where an act requires to be done within a specified period after or from a specified date or event, the 

period begins immediately after that date.  
 
 16.1.2 Where a period is defined in a number of days, then every day shall count whether or not it is a 

weekend or a public holiday, unless expressly provided elsewhere in the Registration Procedures. 
 
 16.1.3 Where an act requires to be done by a specified time, all times will be local time, unless otherwise 

specified. 
 
 17  Registration Form  
 
 17.1 General 

 
 17.1.1 A Player shall be deemed to be registered at the date and time upon which his  Registration Form 

and any agreement if applicable has been received by the Scottish FA via the Online Registration 
Procedures, by post, email or fax and is fully compliant with the Registration Procedures, and as 
confirmed by the Transaction Audit Trail except in a case when a FIFA International Transfer 
Certificate is required in which case the date of registration will be as the date of receipt of the 
Certificate .  Acknowledgement of the registration will be via the Club Extranet when the Player’s 
name appears on the Club’s list of registered Players. The Club will have access to the Player 
Passport history in accordance with the FIFA regulations via the Club  Extranet.;  

 
 17.1.2 A Registration Form, which is lodged with the Secretary and which is not compliant with these 

Registration Procedures shall be invalid.  
 
 17.2 Completion of Registration Form  
 
 17.2.1 All fields on the Registration Form must be completed and properly inserted and all details including 

the date of signing must be accurate. Failure to do so will result in the Registration Form being 
deemed to be invalid and the registration not being completed. 

 
 17.2.2 The Registration Form must be signed by the Player and a Recognised Official of the Club. 
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 17.2.3 In the case of a Player who has not attained the age of 16 at the date of signing then the signature 

of the Player’s parent(s) or guardian(s)/carer(s) is also required.  
 
 17.2.4  Wherever possible, the Registration Form and associated paperwork should be submitted via the 

Online Registration Procedures. Hard copy original documentation is not required for registration 
documentation submitted and accepted via the Online Registration Procedures. 

 

 17.2.5 In exceptional circumstances and/or where it is not possible to submit the Registration Forms and 
associated papers utilising the Online Registration Procedures, then hard copy documentation 
requires to be submitted to the Scottish FA. 

 
 17.2.6 Any Club in membership of the Scottish Junior FA submitting forms to the Scottish FA using either the 

Online Registration Procedures, post, fax or email must submit such forms within 3 days of the date of 
signing (Saturday and Sunday excluded). 

   
 17.3 Cancellation of Registration Forms  
 
 17.3.1 Registration Forms may be cancelled by the following means: 
 
 17.3.1.1  if in respect of a Professional Player by the Club uploading via the Online Registration Procedures, a 

written cancellation request which shall appear on the headed notepaper of the Club and be signed 
by the Player and a Recognised Official;  

 
 17.3.1.2 if in respect of a Professional Player by the Club sending a written cancellation request, which shall 

appear on the headed notepaper of the Club and be signed by the Player and a Recognised Official, 
to the Secretary by post, email or fax; 

  
 17.3.1.3  if in respect of an Amateur Player by the Club uploading via the Online Registration Procedures, a 

written cancellation request which shall appear on the headed notepaper of the Club and be signed 
by a Recognised Official; 

 
 17.3.1.4  if in respect of an Amateur Player by the Club sending a written cancellation request, which shall 

appear on the headed notepaper of the Club and be signed by a Recognised Official, to the 
Secretary by post, email or fax.  

 
 17.3.1.5 by the authority of the Scottish FA; or 
 
 17.3.1.6 as otherwise provided within the Registration Procedures. 
 
 17.3.2 In the case of Professional Players only, the registration of a Player who moves to another Club or 

club in membership of another national association, upon a loan basis, will be suspended and the 
registration held in abeyance for the duration of the loan period upon receipt of a written request 
for such to the Secretary signed by a Recognised Official of the Club and the Player.  Effect will again 
be given to the Player’s registration (for the then remaining period) upon his return to his Club and 
receipt by the Scottish FA of the necessary FIFA International Transfer Certificate, if required, when 
returning from a club in membership of another national association. 

  
 17.3.3  In the case of an Amateur Player other than an Amateur Player Age Group 10-17, a Registration 

Form may be cancelled by the Amateur Player writing to the Secretary stating the name of the 
Affiliated National Association Club,  with which he wishes to play.  Confirmation of his eligibility to 
play  with the Club nominated will be confirmed and, following a period of 28 days having elapsed 
from the date of his written application, his Amateur Player Registration Form will be cancelled.  
Notwithstanding the foregoing, an Amateur Player with a Club in membership of the Scottish Junior 
FA cannot nominate another Club in membership of that body when exercising his right in terms of 
this Paragraph 17.3.3.  When a registration is cancelled to allow a Player to play  with the Club 
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stated in his application he may not play or be registered  with any other Club during the same 
Season.   

 
 
18 Transfers   
 
 18.1 The Transfer Form is to be used by Clubs  in respect of all Player transfers, whether permanent or 

temporary.  
 
18.2 When a player is transferred permanently via the transfer form then 5% of any compensation fee 

will be distributed to the Club(s) involved in the training and education of the Player. This 
distribution will be made in proportion to the number of years the Player has been registered with 
the relevant Clubs between the ages of 12 and 23. This distribution will be apportioned amongst the 
Clubs concerned according to the age of the Player at the time they provided him with training and 
education. Payment must be made by the transferee Club within 30 days of the Player’s new 
registration or within 30 days of a Registration Tribunal having set the compensation fee.  

 
 18.3  Scottish Youth FA Players 
 
 The Transfer Form shall also be used by Clubs in membership of the Scottish Youth FA when a Player 

is registered in accordance with any existing agreements that may be in place between the Scottish 
Youth FA and other Affiliated Associations or Affiliated National Associations and providing such 
agreement(s) have been formerly approved by the Scottish FA. 

 
 
 
19 Third Party Influence/Ownership 
 
19.1 No Club shall enter into a contract which enables any other party to that contract and/or any other 

third party to acquire the ability to influence in employment and transfer-related matters its 
independence, its policies or the performance of its teams. 

 
 19.2 Clubs that do not observe the obligations set out in this Paragraph 19 may be liable to sanctions and 

disciplinary measures in accordance with the Judicial Panel Protocol and/or the FIFA Regulations, as 
appropriate. 

 
19.3      No club or player shall enter into an agreement with a third party whereby a third party is being 

entitled to participate, either in full or in part, in compensation payable in relation to the future 
transfer of a player from one club to another, or is being assigned any rights in relation to a future 
transfer or transfer compensation. 

 
19.3.1   The interdiction as per Paragraph 19.3 came into force on 1 May 2015. 
 
19.3.2   Agreements covered by Paragraph 19.3 which predate 1 May 2015 may continue to be in place until 

their contractual expiration. However, their duration may not be extended. 
 
19.3.3    The validity of any any agreement covered by Paragraph 19.3 signed between 1 January 2015 and 

30 April 2015 may not have a contractual duration of more than one year beyond the effective date. 
 
19.3.4  For the purpose of these regulations a “third party” is defined as any party other than the two clubs 

transferring a player from one to another, or any previous club, with which the player has been 
registered.     

 
  
 
 



 14 

20 Approach to Players 
 
20.1 Subject to Paragraph 5 of Annex 9 of the Registration Procedures, a Club or an Intermediary (acting on 

behalf of a Club) may only approach a Player of another Club providing either he or the Club for whom 
the Intermediary is acting, has firstly advised, in writing, the Player’s current Club of its/his intention 
to do so and providing the Player has only six months or less of his current contract of employment 
with his current club, remaining. 

 
20.2     Under no circumstances shall a club or an Intermediary directly approach a Player who is a Minor. 
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Annex 1 
 
Definitions 
 

 
1. For the purposes of the Registration Procedures (unless otherwise specifically stated herein), the terms set 

out below are defined as follows: 
 

 
Definitions – Registration Procedures 
 
 
Affiliated Association Means an association which is in full membership of the Scottish FA, 

other than an Affiliated National Association; 
Affiliated National Association Means each of the Scottish Amateur F.A, the Scottish Junior F.A, the 

Scottish Schools’ F.A, the Scottish Welfare F.A, Scottish Women’s 
Football and the Scottish Youth F.A; 

Agreement between Player and Club Means the Agreement between Player and Club as set out in Annex 
6; 

Amateur Player Means a player who is not a Professional Player or Professional Non-
Contract Player 
 

Articles Means the Articles of Association of the Scottish FA; 
 

Association Football Means any football played under the jurisdiction of FIFA and in 
accordance with the Laws of the Game; 

Board Means the board of directors of the Scottish FA which shall comprise 
all of the Directors from time to time, as constituted in accordance 
with these Articles; 
 

Club Academy Scotland Means performance based youth football development programme 
organised and managed by the Scottish FA for clubs in membership 
of the Scottish Professional Football League; 
 

Club Academy Scotland Programme Means the approved programme for clubs participating in Club 
Academy Scotland; 

Club Extranet Means the web based application for member clubs to access the 
Scottish FA website and databases; 

Club 
 
 
Commitment Letters  

Means a football club playing Association Football in accordance with 
the provisions set out in the Articles;  
 
Shall have the meaning prescribed in the Scottish Professional 
Football League Rules 
 

Competition Rules Means rules specific to a particular competition; 
 

Compliance Officer Means the Compliance Officer who shall have general responsibility 
for observance by all those involved in Association Football in 
Scotland, of the Disciplinary Rules, including offering fixed term 
suspensions to Players and Team Staff where provided in the Judicial 
Panel Protocol and the pursuit of proceedings before Tribunals for 
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enforcement of the Disciplinary Rules, except where enforcement is 
otherwise provided for in the said Protocol; 

Disciplinary Procedures Means the Disciplinary Procedures of the Scottish FA as provided for 
in the Judicial Panel Protocol; 
 

Dispute Resolution Procedure Means the dispute resolution procedure as set out in Annex 2 of the 
Registration Procedures; 
 

Domestically Means Association Football played within Scotland; 
 

East of Scotland Football League  Means the unincorporated association of football clubs called The 
East of Scotland Football League; 

End of Season Procedures Means instructions issued to clubs by the Scottish FA for the 
retention and release of Players at the end of each Season; 

Endorsement Requirements  Means the Governing Body Endorsement Requirements as set out in 
Annex 3 

FIFA Means Federation of International Football Associations; 
FIFA International Transfer Certificate Certificate issued between National Associations when a Player 

moves from one country to another confirming his eligibility to 
pursue his sporting career with his new Club;  
 

 Intermediary 
 
 
 

Shall have the meaning as prescribed in the Scottish FA Working with 
Intermediaries Regulations  

Internationally Means when a Player moves from one Club to another, both Clubs 
being in membership of different National Associations; 
 

Judicial Panel Protocol Means the Protocol relating to the operation of the Judicial Panel 
promulgated by the Board from time to time in accordance with the 
Articles, which provides for the Disciplinary Procedures and the 
Disciplinary Rules; 
 

Junior Club 
 
Minor                                                 

Means a Club in membership of the Scottish Junior FA; 
 
Means a Player under 18 years of age; 
 

Notice of Registration Referral A notice to commence proceedings for determination of a relevant 
matter in terms of Annex 2 hereto; 
 

Official Matches Means solely for the purpose of the Registration Procedures a 
competitive match involving a Club’s first team; 
 

Official Return  
 

Shall have the meaning prescribed in the Articles; 

Online Registration Procedures Means the process in which a Club may register a Player via the web-
based application for the registration of Players; 
 

Parent Club Means the Club which holds the main registration of a temporary 
transfer player; 
 

Player                                                                                                                                               Means a Player participating in Association Football under the 
jurisdiction of the Scottish FA; 
 

Player Passport Means the playing history of a Player from the season of his 12
th

 
birthday indicating the Club(s) he has played with; 
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Professional Club 
 

Means a Club in full membership of the Scottish FA, Clubs in 
membership of Affiliated Associations and Junior Clubs; 
 
 

Professional Non-Contract Player Means a Player of professional status who is not paid for his playing 
activities but is registered as a non-contract Player on the 
Registration Form; 
 

Professional Player  Means a Player who is registered  at the Scottish FA as a professional 
or is receiving, in respect of his participation in or an activity 
connected with Association Football, remuneration or consideration 
of any sort above or in addition to his necessary expenses actually 
paid; 
 

Recognised Football Body Means an Affiliated Association, an Affiliated National Association or 
an association, league or other combination of Clubs, Players, 
officials or referees formed with the consent of the Scottish FA in 
terms of the Articles, or such bodies or persons as may be formed 
with the consent of an Affiliated National Association in terms of the 
Articles; 

Recognised Official                          Means an official of a Scottish FA Member Club who is listed as such 
on the Official Return of the Club and a Scottish FA Licensed Team 
Scout;  
 

Recreational Form Player Means a player who has signed a form used to register a player with 
a club in membership of an Affiliated National Association other than 
the Scottish Junior Football Association; 
 

Referring Party A Party entitled and wishing to refer a matter for determination 
under Annex 2 hereto; 
 

Registration Form Means the Player registration form as set out in Annex 4; 
 

Registration Member Means a person listed by the Scottish FA as available to act as an 
arbitrators in the determination of matters under Annex 2 hereto; 
 

Registration Periods 
 
 
 
Registration Procedures 

Means two periods fixed by the Board for the registering of 
Professional Players and which shall only apply to Clubs in 
membership of the Scottish Professional Football League;  
 
Means the registration procedures contained herein, and including 
any Supplementary Registration Procedures 
 

Registration Respondent  A party other than the Referring Party with a relevant interest in an 
arbitration conducted in terms of Annex 2 hereto; 
 

Registration Tribunal A tribunal appointed in terms of annex 2 hereto; 
 

School Leaving Age  Means a pupil who has attained the school leaving date as set out in 
the Education (Scotland) Act 1980; 
 

Scottish FA 
 
 
 
 

Means The Scottish Football Association Limited (Company Number 
SC005453) whose registered office is at Hampden Park, Glasgow G42 
9AY; 
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Scottish FA Working with 
Intermediaries Regulations 
 

Shall mean the Scottish FA Working with Intermediary Regulations 
which came into force on 1 April 2015 and as may be amended from 
time to time. 
 

Scottish Junior FA  Means The Scottish Junior FA, an unincorporated association, whose 
office is at Hampden Park Glasgow G42 9DD  
 

Scottish FA  Amateur Player Age 
Groups 10-17 Declaration  

Means the Declaration  as set out in Annex 7 and reproduced on the 
reverse of the Registration Form; 
 

Scottish FA Licensed Team Scout     Means a person employed or acting on behalf of a club, holding a 
license issued by the Scottish FA, who undertakes scouting activities 
for and on behalf of such club; 
 

Scottish FA Member Club                  Means for the purposes of these rules Clubs in membership of the 
Scottish FA participating in the Club Academy Scotland Programme; 
 

  
Scottish Highland Football League Means the unincorporated association of football clubs called The 

Scottish Highland Football League; 
 

Scottish Highland Football League 
Youth Development Initiative 

Means the Youth Development Initiative organised and regulated by 
The Scottish Highland Football League; 
 

Scottish Lowland Football League Means the unincorporated association of football clubs called The 
Scottish Lowland Football League; 
 

Scottish Professional Football League 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scottish Professional Football League 
Clubs 
 
 
Scottish Professional Football League 
Code of Conduct  
 

Means the combination of association football clubs known as the 
Scottish Professional Football League operating under and 
administered and managed by the Scottish Premier League Limited, a 
company incorporated under the Companies Act 1985 ( Registered 
No. 175364) and having its registered office at Hampden Park, 
Glasgow G42 9DE and any successor thereto from time to time; 
where the context admits, references to the Scottish Professional 
Football League shall be deemed to include the Scottish Premier 
League Limited;  
 
 
 
Means Clubs that form part of the Scottish Professional Football 
League 
 
 
Means the code of conduct contained in the form contained at Annex 
7of these Registration Procedures 
 
 

Scottish Professional Football League 
Development League 
 
 
 
Scottish Professional Football League 
Rules 
 
 

Means a development league for each Season organised by the 
Scottish Professional Football League Board;   
 
  
 
Means the rules of the Scottish Professional Football League as may 
be amended from time to time. 
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Scottish Welfare FA 
 

 

Means the Scottish Welfare FA, an unincorporated association, 
whose Chief Executive Officer's address is 61 High Street, 

Rothes, AB38 7AY 
 

Scottish Youth FA Club                      Means a Club in membership of the Scottish Youth FA; 
 

Scottish Youth FA Club Registered 
Official 
 

Means a Recognised Official of a Scottish Youth FA Club; 

Season Means solely for the purposes of these rules and the Senior Online 
Registration system the playing season domestically in Scotland  will 
be the period starting on 1

st
 July and ending on 30

th
 June the 

following year with the exception of the Scottish Junior FA Season 
which shall end on the third Saturday in June each year; 
  

Secretary Means the Secretary of the Scottish FA appointed by the Board in 
accordance with the Articles and shall include an assistant or deputy 
Secretary appointed in terms of the Articles; 
 

Secretary’s Registration Dispute 
Notice 
 
South of Scotland League 

A notice by the Secretary or his nominee in accordance with the  
Dispute Resolution Procedure at Annex 2 hereto; 
 
Shall have the meaning given to it in  Article 1.1 
 
 

Supplementary Registration 
Procedures 
 
 
 

Means the registration procedures promulgated by the Board from 
time to time in connection with the registration of Players and also 
the Team Officials (if the Board elects to extend such procedures to 
apply to them); 
 

Transaction Audit Trail  
 
 

Means the audit trail within the Online Registration Procedures  
which records by date and time each transaction in the registration 
process of Players  
 

Transfer Form Means the Transfer Form as set out in Annex 5; 
 

UEFA Means Union of European Football Associations; 
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Annex 2 – Dispute Resolution Procedure 

Dispute Resolution - Procedural Rules relative to determination of disputes arising from the Registration 
Procedures  
 

1. Where the Registration Procedures require the determination of a dispute, level of compensation or 
other matter in accordance with this Dispute Resolution Procedure, then this Annex 2 shall apply. 

 
2. The Scottish FA shall maintain a list of certain persons who are available to act as arbitrators in the 

determination of matters under this Annex 2 (“Registration Members”). 
 

3. Any Party entitled and wishing to refer a matter for determination under this Annex 2, in terms of the  
Registration Procedures, (“the Referring Party” ) shall commence proceedings for determination of such 
relevant matter by delivery of a Notice of Registration Referral  to all other Parties with an interest (“the 
Registration Respondent(s)”), and to the Secretary. The Secretary or his nominee may, at his sole 
discretion, determine which party(s) have a relevant interest in deciding whether such party is a 
Registration Respondent. 

 
4. The Notice of Registration Referral shall: 

 
a. State the provision within the Registration Procedures in terms of which the referral is made; 

 
b. Briefly state the basis of the submission and a brief outline of the relevant facts and 

circumstances; and 
 

c. Specify the redress/determination which is sought. 
 

5. Upon receipt of a Notice of Registration Referral, the Secretary or his nominee shall send notice (“the 
Secretary’s Registration Dispute Notice”) to the Referring Party and to each Registration Respondent, 
which notice shall include (a) a copy of the Notice of Registration Referral; and (b) a copy of the 
provisions of this Annex 2. 

 
a. The Referring Party and the Registration Respondent(s) (together “the Parties”) shall endeavour, 

by agreement, to appoint an arbitrator within 14 days of the date on which the Secretary’s 
Registration Dispute Notice is sent by the Secretary to the Parties (“the Appointment Period”). 
The Parties should generally appoint an arbitrator from the list of Registration Members. 
 

b. Subject to sub-paragraph (c) which follows, if an arbitrator is not appointed by the Parties within 
the Appointment Period, then an arbitrator shall be appointed by the Secretary, in his sole 
discretion from the list of Registration Members. 
 

c. In respect of a dispute in which the Scottish FA are a party (“a Scottish FA Dispute”), in such 
circumstances, an arbitrator shall be (1) a solicitor or advocate of not less than 10 years standing, 
appointed by the President of the Law Society; or (2) or a suitable person appointed by the 
Executive Director of the Chairman of Sports Resolutions (UK) (a trading name of Sports Dispute 
Resolution Panel Limited, company number 03351039, registered at 1 Salisbury Square, London 
EC4Y 8AE) (“Sports Resolutions”). Where appointment is by Sports Resolutions, then Sports 
Resolution’s Arbitration Rules, as amended by Sports Resolutions from time to time, shall apply, 
save that (1) all such arbitrations shall follow the full arbitration procedure; and (2) their 
provision regarding the seat, applicable law, and statutory regime shall be deleted, so that the 
law governing the arbitration shall be the law of Scotland and the seat of the arbitration shall be 
Scotland, and the Arbitration (Scotland) Act 2010 (as amended) shall apply. 
 

d. The arbitrator so appointed (“the Arbitrator”) shall have jurisdiction to determine the dispute or 
matter referred. 
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e. Insofar as a nomination fee is incurred in such appointment, the party so requesting shall initially 
bear the nomination fee, but the Arbitrator shall, in his or her sole discretion, have the power to 
order that the nomination fee is paid or repaid by any Party. 
 

f. If the Arbitrator shall die, refuse to act, or become incapacitated from acting prior to making the 
award, a further arbitrator shall be appointed to replace him or her in the same manner as such 
original arbitrator was appointed. 
 

6. With reference to Schedule 1 of the Arbitration (Scotland) Act 2010, the default rules of the Scottish 
Arbitration Rules shall be modified or disapplied so as to comply with the express rules of this Annex 2. 
Rules 22, 41, 43, 46 and 69 shall not apply.  

 
7. The Arbitrator shall have the following powers (in addition to those powers provided to tribunals by the 

Arbitration (Scotland) Act 2010 insofar as not disapplied): 
 

i. The powers provided to a Judicial Panel, and related provisions provided in the Judicial Panel 
Protocol, paragraphs 8.2; 8.3; 8.4; 8.5 (with the exception of 8.5.5); 8.6; 10.1.3; 10.1.4; 10.2; 
10.3; 10.4; 10.5; 10.6 (except paragraph 10.6.3); 10.7; 10.8; 10.9; 10.10. 

 
ii. The powers provided to a tribunal or arbitrator in Article 99 at paragraphs 99.21; 99.22; 99.23; 

99.24; 99.26. –  
 

iii. In the event of an inconsistency between the said Judicial Panel Protocol powers and Article 99 
powers, the Judicial Panel Protocol powers shall have priority. 

 
Unless inconsistent with the particular provisions, the provisions of Paragraphs 17.1; 17.2.1;17.2.5; 17.2.6; 
17.2.7; 17.2.8; 17.3; and 17.6  of the Judicial Panel Protocol shall apply. 
 

8. Upon appointment it is generally anticipated that the Arbitrator shall: 
 

a. Invite the Referring Party to provide such further particulars as he or she considers to be 
appropriate within such time as it considers to be appropriate; 
 

b. Invite the Registration Respondent(s) to respond to the submissions and evidence provided by 
the Referring Party within such time as he or she considers to be appropriate; 
 

c. Order a procedural conference call, preliminary hearing, or such other preliminary step, as he or 
she considers to be appropriate; 
 

d. Order further rounds of submissions and evidence by the parties insofar as he or she considers 
such to be appropriate; 
 

e. Where he or she considers a hearing to be appropriate, to order the date and place for such 
hearing, and generally to follow the Guidance Notes for Principal Hearings at Annex B to the 
Judicial Panel Protocol; 
 

f. Issue his or her final determination of the matter, verbally at the end of the hearing if he or she 
considers it appropriate to do so, and in any event in writing following the hearing. 
 

9. The Arbitrator is not required to issue reasons unless requested by a Party or by the Scottish FA, in each 
case by not later than three working days after the date on which the final determination was 
communicated or delivered to that Party. 

 
10. The law governing the arbitration shall be the law of Scotland. The seat of arbitration shall be Scotland. 
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11. Parties will bear their own legal and other expenses. Where the Arbitrator requires payment of a fee or 
seeks recovery of expenses, then the Arbitrator may make an award allocating the parties’ liability for 
such arbitration fees and expenses. The Arbitrator may make an award allocating the parties’ liability for 
additional costs incurred in the arbitration (other than party’s own costs and expenses) including but not 
limited to any nomination fee, the cost of accommodation, and the cost of Arbitrator appointed experts 
or clerks. With reference to Schedule 1 of the Arbitration (Scotland) Act 2010, the default Rules 59, 61 to 
66 are amended accordingly.   

 
12. None of the Arbitrator, the Arbitrator’s clerk (if any), the Secretary, nor the Scottish FA shall be liable for 

any act or omission in connection with any arbitration conducted under this Annex 2, unless the act or 
omission is in bad faith. Any employee or agent of the Scottish FA is similarly protected from any such 
liability. 

 
13. Any dispute determined under the procedure in this Annex 2 shall be final and binding on the parties. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the parties to any arbitration conducted pursuant to this Annex 2 agree to 
renounce their respective rights of appeal, save in respect of the mandatory provisions (or the default 
provisions insofar as not disapplied) of the Arbitration (Scotland) Act 2010 in respect of challenging 
awards. 
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Annex 3 - Governing Body Endorsement Requirements for Players of Clubs in membership of the Scottish 

Professional Football League 

POINTS BASED SYSTEM (PBS)  
 
Background 
This document explains the criteria for football clubs to obtain Governing Body Endorsements for Tier 2 and 5 
of the UK Border Agency points based system for football Players for the 2015/16 season. 
 
Consultation 
The following criteria have been agreed by the UK Border Agency following consultation between The Scottish 
FA, Scottish Professional Football League,  Scottish Professional Footballers’ Associations, the Managers’ and 
Coaches’ Association and the other Home Associations of The FA, The FA of Wales and The Irish FA. 
 
Duration 
The criteria will apply for season 2015/16 and will be effective from 1st July 2015 through to 30th June 2016. 
The criteria will be reviewed in early 2016 in order that revised criteria may be issued by the 1st May 2016 to 
operate for season 2016/17. 
 
Criteria for Clubs 
To be eligible to apply for a Governing Body Endorsement (GBE) and to become a Sponsor and issue 
Certificates of Sponsorship a club must be in membership of the Scottish Professional Football League.  
 
Length of Season 
For the purposes of the PBS, the playing season for this sport is from July to June. This may vary slightly from 
season to season depending on the arrangement of the first and last matches. 
 
Criteria for Players 
To be eligible for a Governing Body Endorsement under PBS: 
1. A player must have played for his country in at least 75% of its competitive "A" team matches he was 

available for selection, during the 2 years preceding the date of the application; and 
2. The player’s country must be at or above 70th place in the official FIFA World Rankings when averaged over 

the 2 years preceding the date of the application. 
3. The application for a GBE must be made by a club in membership of the Scottish Professional Football 

League and the player will only play for clubs in membership of those leagues. 
 
Competitive Matches 
 
The definition of a competitive 'A' team international match is a: 
• World Cup Finals game;  
• World Cup Qualifying group game; and  
• Football Association Confederation game, for example: 
• The FIFA Confederations Cup;  
• The UEFA European Championships and Qualifiers;  
• The African Cup of Nations and Qualifiers;  
• The Asia Nations Cup and Qualifiers;  
• The CONCACAF Gold Cup;  
• The CONCACAF The Copa Caribe;  
• The CONMEBOL Copa America;  
• The OFC Nations Cup and  
• The UNCAF Nations Cup 
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International Appearances 
Prior to submitting an application, Clubs should provide written confirmation of the Player's international 
appearance record over the preceding two years highlighting the competitive 'A' matches. This should be 
obtained from the Player's home association. The Governing Body will be unable to make a decision on the 
application until written evidence is provided. If any evidence submitted needs verifying the Governing Body 
will liaise with other parties and verify all information through all available sources, if necessary. 
 
Injuries 
Exclusion from selection for international matches due to injury or suspension will be taken into consideration 
when applying the criteria. Clubs should submit supporting evidence in such cases stipulating the games the 
Player has missed.  
It should be noted that where a Player is listed as on the substitutes' bench, he will not be considered as 
injured when reaching a decision on a work permit application. 
 
FIFA Rankings 
There are currently 201 international teams listed in the official FIFA world rankings. Those countries which 
have regularly achieved a 70th placing or higher over a period of two years are regarded as nations who have 
competed regularly at a highly competitive international level and have Players of the highest standard who 
have contributed consistently to the achievement of that world ranking. 
 
The Governing Body will produce the aggregated two-year rankings list on a monthly basis when the official 
FIFA world rankings are published and those countries ranked 70th or above meet the criterion. The 
aggregated rankings can be downloaded from this website. If Clubs have any queries about the rankings they 
should contact the Scottish FA.  
 
Length of Issue 
Governing Body Endorsements should be issued for a period appropriate to the period of approval for 
sponsorship or the tier under which the application is being made, that is:  
 
As a Sponsor – Tier 2 or Tier 5 – for 4 years.  
 
Migrant Tier 2 Sport 
 
Initial application – length of contract or up to three years maximum, whichever is the shorter period. 
 
Extension application – length of contract or up to two years maximum, whichever is the shorter period. A 
second extension of a further two years is possible when the first extension is about to expire. 
 
Migrant Tier 5 sporting – length of contract or up to 12 months, whichever is the shorter period. No in-country 
extensions are possible of more than a total period of 12 months. For example if a Player initially had six 
months approval he would be allowed to apply for an extension up to another six months. If a Club wishes to 
continue to employ a Player beyond 12 months, the individual will have to return overseas to make a new 
application. 
 
Tier 5 to Tier 2 switching  
 
Players may enter under Tier 5 without the need to demonstrate the competency in English required under 
Tier 2. Players may then apply to switch to Tier 2 as soon as they have passed the examination in the English 
language at the appropriate level. For this the Club will need to obtain a new endorsement and issue a new 
Certificate of Sponsorship. If at the end of the maximum 12 months he cannot meet the English language 
requirement he will need to return home and obtain further entry clearance for another 12 month period 
under Tier 5. 
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Switching into Tier 5 whilst in the UK is not allowed. 
 
Extension Applications for existing permit or certificate of sponsorship holders 
 
•  Where the permit / Certificate of Sponsorship is about to expire and the Player meets the criteria 

outlined above for initial applications.  
 If a Club wishes to retain the services of a Player, they should submit a new application before the work 

permit/ Certificate of Sponsorship expires. If the criteria are satisfied a Certificate of Sponsorship will be 
issued. 

 
•  Where the Permit / Certificate of Sponsorship is about to expire and the Player does not meet the criteria 

for initial applications.  
 Where a Club has requested a renewal, the Scottish FA will consult with the other relevant football 

bodies by email. They will ask whether the application needs to be considered at a panel. If the football 
bodies recommend unanimously they are satisfied that the changes do not need to be considered by a 
panel, then the case can be processed without one. If any of the bodies have concerns with a particular 
application, a panel will be arranged. See section below on panels.  

 
•  Where the Permit / Certificate of Sponsorship is about to expire and the Player does not meet the criteria 

for initial applications and the relevant football bodies do not unanimously agree to the renewal then a 
Club may request that it be considered by a panel.  

 
Changes During the Period of Approval 
Change of employment 
A Club wishing to sign a Player from another United Kingdom club must submit an application to the Scottish 
FA. If the criteria are satisfied, a Governing Body Endorsement will be issued for a maximum period 
appropriate for the tier in which the application is being made. 
 
Temporary Transfer of Registration (Loans) 
If a Player on a work permit or Certificate of Sponsorship is moving to another club in the UK on a temporary 
transfer of registration (loan) his Club must notify UKBA of the fact that he has temporarily moved location. 
This should be done on the SMS system for Players approved under the Points Based System or by emailing 
Danielle.Beck@ukba.gsi.gov.uk for Players currently on a work permit.  
 
The temporary club does NOT need to make an application for an individual Governing Body Endorsement. 
When a loan becomes permanent the new club WILL need to make a fresh application on behalf of the Player. 
Clubs should note that the change of employment process must be fully completed before the Player can play 
as a permanent employee of the new club. 
 
For the purposes of these requirements, loans are defined as temporary transfers that do not extend beyond 
the end of the season in which the registration is temporarily transferred. Loans are only permissible within 
the Player’s current period of approval and leave. Loans should not be used to avoid making extension or 
change of employment applications. 
Loans from clubs of the FA, FA of Wales and the Irish FA will not need a new GBE from the Scottish FA. Players 
employed by clubs in the Scottish Professional Football League and Football League on work permits or 
Certificates of Sponsorship cannot be loaned to clubs outside these Leagues. 
 
Players on loan from an overseas club to a UK club must meet all the requirements of Tier 2 or Tier 5 and 
therefore an endorsement will be required. 
 
Contract changes or re-negotiation during the period of approval 
Where a Club wishes to re-negotiate a Player's contract to improve his conditions and/or salary or length of 
contract part-way through their approved period, the Club should submit a change of employment application 
(or extension application if the contract period changes). 
 
If the criteria are met, the application will be processed. 
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If the criteria are not met: 
 
•  Where the Player's initial contract was for 12 months or longer and the Club have requested a panel, the 

Scottish FA will consult with the other relevant football bodies by email. They will ask whether the 
application needs to be considered at a panel. If the football bodies recommend unanimously they are 
satisfied that the changes do not need to be considered by a panel, then the case can be processed 
without one. If any of the football bodies have concerns with a particular application, a panel will be 
arranged. See section below on panels.  

 
•  Where a Player's initial contract was for less than 12 months and the Club have requested a panel, it will 

be arranged as normal.  
 
Trials Arrangements 
GBEs will not be issued to Clubs for the purpose of having Players to trial them. Clubs may wish to approach 
the Immigration Enquiry Bureau on 0870 606 7766 for further information should they wish to consider taking 
a non-European Economic Area (EEA) Player on trial. 
 
International Transfer Windows 
Governing Body Endorsements may be applied for by Clubs at any time and will be considered against the 
criteria as above. Clubs should take into consideration the fact that a Governing Body Endorsement for a 
Player, once issued, must be used within four months.  
 
Panels 
Where an application does not meet the published criteria, a Club may request a panel to consider the Player's 
skills and experience. In these cases the Scottish FA will refer the Club's evidence to an independent panel. 
 
Where possible the Club's supporting evidence will be sent to the Scottish FA and other football bodies in 
advance for their consideration in order to allow an informed decision. 
 
The panel will normally consist of representatives from the relevant football bodies together with up to three 
independent experts. The Scottish FA will endeavour to ensure there are no conflicts of interest between the 
independent experts and the applicant Club. If the applicant Club wishes to object to the involvement of any of 
the independent experts it must do so in writing at least 24hours before the panel hearing explaining their 
reasons for the objection. 
 
The panel's terms of reference are: 
 
• To consider whether the Player is of the highest calibre.  
• To consider whether the Player is able to contribute significantly to the development of the game at the top 

level in Scotland.  
 
The panel will make a recommendation to the Scottish FA whose decision will then be relayed to the Club. The 
details of the voting will not be disclosed. Each member of the Panel will provide written reasons for their own 
decision to the Secretary of the Panel. A positive vote is required to approve an application (e.g. 4-2, 5-1 or 6-
0). 
 
Full terms of reference and roles of the panel members and the Club are available to attendees.  
 
Clubs should note that, in respect of any application, there will only be one panel available (ie a panel and 
recommendation, followed by a decision). A Club should therefore ensure that all evidence it wishes to 
present in support of its application is presented to the panel. 
 
If the Club has previously made an application that was unsuccessful at panel a further panel cannot be 
requested for the same Player during the season. For these purposes a season is deemed to run from 1 July 
until 30 June. 
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Ceasing the employment of Players 
If the Club ceases to employ the Player prematurely the Club must inform the UK Border Agency.  
 
Fees 
An administration fee of £100 will be charged for each application for a GBE Leave to remain/ Visas. 
 
The Scottish FA is not registered to give advice on immigration. Information on aspects of immigration policy 
and law can be found on the UK Border Agency’s web site www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk. Clubs are advised to 
allow sufficient time for entry clearance to be granted. The time needed to obtain entry clearance may vary 
depending upon where the Player is applying for entry clearance. Service standards are set out for each 
overseas post on the UK Visas web site:www.ukvisas.gov.uk/en/aboutus/customerservicestandards. This site 
also contains a guide to visa processing for specific overseas posts. 
 
Further Information 
This guidance is available on the web sites of the Scottish FA (www.scottishfa.co.uk) the Scottish Professional 
Football League(www.spfl.co.uk).  
 
Contact 
Enquiries should be directed to: 
Sandy Bryson • Head of Registrations Department 
The Scottish Football Association • Hampden Park • Glasgow G42 9AY 
Tel: 0141 616 6052 • Fax: 0141 616 6055 
Sandy.Bryson@scottishfa.co.uk   
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Governing Body Endorsement Requirements for Managers of Clubs in membership of the Scottish Professional 
Football League 
 
POINTS BASED SYSTEM 
 
Background 
This document explains the criteria for football Clubs to obtain Governing Body Endorsements for Tier 2 and 5 
of the UK Border Agency points based system for football managers and first team coaches for the 2015/2016 
season.  
 
Consultation 
The following criteria have been agreed by the UK Border Agency following consultation between the Scottish 
FA, Scottish Professional Football League, , Professional Footballers’ Association, the Managers’ and Coaches’ 
Association and the other Home Associations of The FA, The FA of Wales and The Irish FA. 
 
Duration 
The criteria will apply for season 2015/16 and will be effective from 1st July 2015 through to 30th June 2016. 
The criteria will be reviewed in early 2016 in order that revised criteria may be issued by the 1st May 2016 to 
operate for season 2016/17. 
 
Criteria for Clubs 
To be eligible to apply for a Governing Body Endorsement and to become a Sponsor and issue Certificates of 
Sponsorship a Club must be in membership of the Scottish Professional Football League. Clubs below these 
leagues are not eligible for endorsement under the Points Based System. 
 
Length of Season 
The playing season for this sport is from July to June. This may vary slightly from season to season depending 
on the arrangement of the first and last matches. Managers and first team coaches are not subject to transfer 
windows. 
 
Criteria for Managers 
Governing Body Endorsements will be issued to managers and first team coaches of the highest calibre who 
are able to make a significant contribution in footballing terms to the development of the United Kingdom 
game at the highest level (i.e. clubs competing in the Premier Leagues and Football Leagues in England, the 
Scottish Professional Football League and the Welsh Premier League and the Irish Premier League in Northern 
Ireland). 
 
Initial Applications 
To be eligible for a Governing Body Endorsement: 
Managers and first team coaches must have overall responsibility for first team selection. Joint or partial 
responsibility for first team selection does not meet the criteria. 
The manager or first team coach must also: 
• hold a UEFA professional licence or equivalent; or  
• have managed or coached in a professional league for at least two of the last five years; or  
• have managed or coached an international team with a FIFA ranking of 70th or higher within the last five 

years.  
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FIFA Rankings 
There are currently 201 international teams listed in the official FIFA world rankings. Those countries which 
have regularly achieved a 70th placing or higher over a period of two years are regarded as nations who have 
competed regularly at a highly competitive international level and have managers or first team coaches of the 
highest standard who have contributed consistently to the achievement of that world ranking. 
The Scottish FA will produce the aggregated two-year rankings list on a monthly basis when the official FIFA 
world rankings are published and those countries ranked 70th or above meet the criterion. The aggregated 
rankings can be obtained from the contact given at the end of this document. If Clubs have any queries about 
the rankings they should contact The Scottish FA. 
 
Length of Issue 
Governing Body Endorsements will be issued for a period appropriate to the period of approval for 
sponsorship or the tier under which the application is being made, that is:  
As a Sponsor – Tier 2 or Tier 5 – for 4 years.  
 
Migrant Tier 2 Sport 
Initial application – length of contract or up to three years maximum, whichever is the shorter period. 
Extension Application – length of contract or up to two years maximum, whichever is the shorter period. A 
second extension of a further two years is possible when the first extension is about to expire. 
Migrant Tier 5 sporting – length of contract or up to 12 months, whichever is the shorter period. No in-country 
extensions are possible of more than a total period of 12 months. For example, if a manager initially had six 
months approval he would be allowed to apply for an extension up to another six months. If a Club wishes to 
continue to employ a manager beyond 12 months, the individual will have to return overseas to make a new 
application. 
 
Extension Applications 
If a club wishes to retain the services of a manager or first team coach, they should submit a new application 
for a governing body endorsement before the work permit or Certificate of Sponsorship expires. If the 
Governing Body Endorsement criteria are satisfied, a GBE will be issued for the period of their contract, up to a 
maximum period appropriate for the tier under which the application is being made. 
 
Change of Employment 
A Club wishing to sign a manager or first team coach from another United Kingdom club must submit an 
application to the Scottish FA at the address given at the end of this document. If the criteria are satisfied, a 
GBE will be issued for the period of their contract, up to a maximum period appropriate for the tier under 
which the application is being made. 
 
Salary 
Clubs do not need to include details of a manager's or first team coach's salary in the endorsement application.  
 
Panels 
Where an application does not meet the published criteria, a Club may request a panel to consider the 
manager or first team coach's skills and experience. If a Club requests a panel, The Scottish FA will refer the 
Club's evidence to an independent panel. 
The panel will normally consist of representatives from the relevant football governing bodies together with 
up to three independent experts. The Scottish FA will endeavour to ensure there are no conflicts of interest 
between the independent experts and the applicant Club. If the applicant Club wishes to object to the 
involvement of any of the independent experts it must do so in writing at least 24 hours before the panel 
hearing explaining their reasons for the objection. 
The panels' terms of reference are: 
•  To consider whether the manager or first team coach is of the highest calibre.  
• To consider whether the manager or first team coach is able to contribute significantly to the development    

of the game at the top level in the United Kingdom.  
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Full terms of reference and roles of the panel members and the Club are available to attendees. 
The panel will make a recommendation to the Scottish FA whose decision will then be relayed to the Club. The 
details of the voting will not be disclosed. Each member of the panel will provide written reasons for their own 
decision to the Secretary of the panel. A positive vote is required to approve an application (e.g. 4-2, 5-1 or 6-
0). 
Clubs should note that, in respect of any application, there will only be one panel available (i.e. a panel and 
recommendation, followed by a decision). A Club should therefore ensure that all evidence it wishes to 
present in support of its application is presented to the panel. 
If the Club has previously made an application that was unsuccessful at panel, a further panel cannot be 
requested for the same manager or first team coach during the season. For these purposes a season is deemed 
to run from July until June. 
 
Fees 
An administration fee of £100 will be charged for each application for a GBE. 
 
Leave to Remain/Visas 
The Scottish FA is not registered to give advice on immigration. Information on aspects of immigration policy 
and law can be found on the UK Border Agency’s web site www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk. Clubs are advised to 
allow sufficient time for entry clearance to be granted. The time needed to obtain entry clearance may vary 
depending upon where the Player is applying for entry clearance. Service standards are set out for each 
overseas post on the UK Visas website: www.ukvisas.gov.uk/en/aboutus/customerservicestandards. This site 
also contains a guide to visa processing for specific overseas posts. 
 
Further Information 
This guidance is available on the web sites of the Scottish FA (www.scottishfa.co.uk), Scottish Professional 
Football League (www.spfl.co.uk), and from the Managers' & Coaches Association 
(stephen.baillie@gmb.org.uk). 
 
Contact 
Enquiries should be directed to: 
Sandy Bryson • Head of Registrations Department 
The Scottish Football Association • Hampden Park • Glasgow G42 9AY 
Tel: 0141 616 6052 • Fax: 0141 616 6055 
Sandy.Bryson@scottishfa.co.uk 
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Annex 4 -  Registration Form
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Annex 5 -  Transfer Form 
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Annex 6 -  Agreement between Player and Club  
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Annex 7 – Scottish FA Amateur Player Age Groups 10-17 Declaration and Scottish Professional Football League 

Code of Conduct. 
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Annex 8 - Compensation Entitlement and Reimbursement of Costs of Training and Development  
 
1.  ENTITLEMENT TO COMPENSATION  
 
1.1  Professional Players  
 
1.1.1 Upon expiry of his agreement a Professional Player shall be free to conclude a new agreement with 

any Club, which wishes to engage his services providing this is during one of the Registration  
Periods or special dispensation has been granted in accordance with  Paragraph 3.5.  Following upon 
expiry of such agreement any rights to a compensation fee by his previous Club shall lapse at the 
end of the Season in which the Player reaches the age of 23. 

 
1.1.2 A Club, which has offered terms of re-engagement to a Professional Player to whom the above 

Paragraph 1.1.1 of this Annex 8 applies, and who subsequently has decided to conclude an 
agreement with another Club, shall be entitled to compensation from the other Club subject to the 
following provisions: 

 
1.1.2.1 Where a Player who was previously registered as a Professional Player upon a Registration 

Form has been offered terms of re-engagement by his Club, and so long as such offer of re-
engagement has been made prior to the date of expiry of the agreement, such offer of re-
engagement is available to the Player to accept or decline within a period of 21 days 
thereafter.  In the case of a Club in membership of the Scottish Professional Football League, 
such offer of re-engagement shall be made in accordance with the rules of the Scottish 
Professional Football League.   

 
1.1.3 An offer of re-engagement made in accordance with Paragraph 1.1.2.1 of this Annex 8, shall be not 

less favourable than the terms of the Player’s previous agreement.   Should any dispute arise as to 
whether or not the offer of re-engagement is indeed less favourable than the terms of the Player’s 
previous agreement, such dispute shall be determined in accordance with the Dispute Resolution 
Procedure contained at Annex 2 of the Registration Procedures. 

 
1.1.4 Such offer of re-engagement made in accordance with Paragraph 1.1.2.1 of this Annex 8 must also 

be lodged with the Secretary via the Online Registration Procedures or by recorded delivery post, 
email or fax, at the same time as it is issued to the Player. 

 
1.1.5    Where both Clubs involved in a Player’s move from one Club to another are in membership of the 

Scottish Professional Football League the existing rules of the Scottish Professional Football League 
will at the same time require to be observed by those Clubs and will be applicable when establishing 
the former Club’s entitlement to compensation.     

 
1.1.6 5% of the compensation fee will be distributed to the Club(s) involved in the training and education 

of the Player. This distribution will be made in proportion to the number of years the Player has 
been registered with the relevant Clubs between the ages of 12 and 23 applying the same 
percentage from within the FIFA Regulations, Solidarity Contribution, to the relevant age groups. 
This distribution will be apportioned amongst the Clubs concerned according to the age of the 
Player at the time they provided him with training and education. Payment must be made by the 
transferee Club within 30 days of the Player’s new registration or within 30 days of a Registration 
Tribunal having set the compensation fee.  

  
1.1.7 If a Club registers a Player as an Amateur Player and then that Player should subsequently be 

registered  with any other Club, as a Professional Player or Professional Non-Contract Player, such 
Club may be liable to pay compensation to the Player’s former Club to which the Player had been 
registered as a Professional Player and providing that the Club has retained an entitlement to 
compensation in accordance with the Registration Procedures.   Any decision on whether or not 
such subsequent registration was an abuse of process as provided for the in the Registration 
Procedures shall be at the general discretion of the Registration Tribunal.    In the event of any 
dispute regarding whether or not compensation is payable, such dispute shall be resolved in 
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accordance with the Dispute Resolution Procedure contained at Annex 2 of the Registration 
Procedures. 

 
1.1.8 If a Club registers a Player in the circumstances as set out in Paragraph 1.1.7 of this Annex 8, such 

Club may be liable to pay compensation to the Player’s former Club, in accordance with the FIFA 
Regulations and the Registration Procedures generally, if the Player subsequently concludes an 
agreement with a Club in membership of another national association.  Such compensation will be 
payable if, in terms of FIFA Regulations and the Registration Procedures generally (in place at the 
time of the expiry date of his agreement with his former Club), the Player’s former Club would have 
been entitled to compensation from the Club with which the Player has concluded an agreement.      
In the event of any dispute regarding whether or not compensation is payable, such dispute shall be 
resolved by FIFA in accordance with the FIFA Regulations. 

 
1.1.9 The Club with which the Player has been registered as a Professional Player, shall be responsible for 

contacting the Player’s former Club in writing by Recorded Delivery letter, fax or email within 7 days 
of the date of signing of the Registration Form to open discussions regarding compensation. 

 
1.1.10 Both Clubs shall be use their best endeavours to reach an agreement on the matter of 

compensation within 21 days of the date of the Professional Player signing the Registration Form. 
Such agreement, once reached, shall be committed to writing and be duly signed by both Clubs.  In 
the event that agreement is not reached within said 21 day period, such compensation may be 
referred for determination in accordance with the Dispute Resolution Procedure contained at Annex 
2 of the Registration Procedures. Upon issue of a Notice of Registration Referral, in terms of Annex 
2, the Board may, in its sole discretion, decide whether the matter is appropriate for referral to a 
Registration Tribunal.  If the Registration Tribunal is convened, it shall resolve any dispute in 
accordance with the Dispute Resolution Procedure contained at Annex 2 of the Registration 
Procedures. 

   
1.1.11. No rights of compensation that a Club may have in terms of this rule shall prevent a Player moving  

to a new Club 
  

1.1.12. Permanent Transfer of a Player 
 

 5% of the transfer/compensation fee will be distributed to the Club(s) involved in the training and 
education of the Player. This distribution will be made in proportion to the number of years the 
Player has been registered with the relevant Clubs between the ages of 12 and 23 applying the same 
percentage from within the FIFA Regulations, Solidarity Contribution, to the relevant age groups. 
This distribution will be apportioned amongst the Clubs concerned according to the age of the 
Player at the time they provided him with training and education. Payment must be made by the 
transferee Club within 30 days of the Player’s new registration or within 30 days of a Registration 
Tribunal having set the compensation fee.  

 
 
1.2   Amateur Players Age Groups 10-17  
 
1.2.1  Upon expiry of his agreement, an Amateur Player Age Groups 10-17 shall be free to conclude a new 

agreement, with any Club, which wishes to engage his services.  If the former Amateur Player Age 
Groups 10-17 signs as a Professional Player then he may be registered during one of the  
Registration Periods, if applicable, or if special dispensation has been granted in accordance with  
Paragraph 3.5 of the Registration Procedures.  

 
1.2.2  A Club, which has offered a contract of employment to an Amateur Player Age Groups 10-17 who 

has subsequently decided to sign as a Professional Player or Professional Non-Contract Player with 
another Club, shall be entitled to compensation from the other Club subject to the following 
provisions:  
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1.2.2.1 In the case of an  Amateur Player who was previously registered at the Scottish FA for his 
former Club as an Amateur Player Age Groups 10-17 , the former Club, not later than the 
date of expiry of the Youth Player’s  registration, has notified the  Amateur Player Age 
Groups 10-17 by recorded delivery letter of the terms of re-engagement which are to remain 
available to the Youth Player to accept or decline within a period of 21 days thereafter.  In 
addition to the foregoing: 

 
(a) A copy of the terms of re-engagement must also be lodged with the Secretary via 

the Online Registration Procedures or by recorded delivery post, email or fax, at the 
same time as the notification of terms to the Player; and 

 
(b)  A copy of the offer of terms must also be sent at the same time to the Scottish 

Professional Football League where applicable.  
 
1.2.3 Any entitlement to a compensation fee by the  Amateur Player Age Groups 10-17  previous Club 

shall lapse at the end of the Season in which the Youth Player reaches the age of 23.  
 
1.2.4 5% of the compensation fee will be distributed to the Club(s) involved in the training and education 

of the Youth Player. This distribution will be made in proportion to the number of years the Youth 
Player has been registered with the relevant Clubs between the ages of 12 and 23. This distribution 
will be apportioned amongst the Clubs concerned according to the age of the Youth Player at the 
time they provided him with training and education. Payment must be made by the transferee Club 
within 30 days of the Youth Player’s new registration or within 30 days of a Tribunal having set the 
compensation fee.  

 
1.2.5 If a Club registers an   Amateur Player Age Groups 10-17 as an Amateur Player and then that Player 

should subsequently be registered  with any other Club, as a Professional Player or Professional 
Non-Contract Player, such Club may be liable to pay compensation to the Club the Player was 
formerly registered to.   

 
1.2.6 If a Club registers an  Amateur Age Groups 10-17 Player in the circumstances as set out in Paragraph 

1.2.5 of this Annex 8, such Club may be liable to pay compensation to the Player’s former Club, in 
accordance with the FIFA Regulations and the Registration Procedures generally, if the Player 
subsequently concludes an agreement  with a Club in membership of another national association.  
Such compensation will be payable if, in terms of FIFA Regulations and the Registration Procedures 
generally (in place at the time of the expiry date of his agreement with his former Club), the Player’s 
former Club would have been entitled to compensation from the Club with which the Player has 
concluded an agreement. In the event of any dispute regarding whether or not compensation is 
payable, such dispute shall be resolved by FIFA in accordance with the FIFA Regulations. 

 
1.2.7  The Club with which the  Amateur Player Age Groups 10-17 has signed as a Professional Player or 

Professional Non-Contract    Player shall be responsible for contacting the Player’s former Club in 
writing by Recorded Delivery letter within 7 days of the date of signing of the date of signing of the 
Registration Form to open discussions regarding compensation. 

 
1.2.8 Both Clubs shall be use their best endeavours to reach an agreement on the matter of 

compensation within 21 days of the date of the Professional Player signing the Registration Form. 
Such agreement, once reached, shall be committed to writing and be duly signed by both Clubs.  In 
the event that agreement is not reached within said 21 day period, such compensation may be 
referred for determination in accordance with the Dispute Resolution Procedure contained at Annex 
2 of the Registration Procedures. Upon issue of a Notice of Registration Referral, in terms of Annex 
2, the Board may, in its sole discretion, decide whether the matter is appropriate for referral to a 
Registration Tribunal.  If the Registration Tribunal is convened, it shall resolve any dispute in 
accordance with the Dispute Resolution Procedure contained at Annex 2 of the Registration 
Procedures. 
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1.2.9  No rights of compensation that a club may have in terms of this rule shall prevent a Youth Player 
moving to a new club. 

 
2 REIMBURSEMENT OF COSTS OF TRAINING & DEVELOPMENT FOR  AMATEUR PLAYERS AGE 

GROUPS 10-17 
 
2.1 When an  Amateur Player who had been registered  with a Club as an Amateur Player Age Groups 

10-17 in full membership of the Scottish FA and the Scottish Professional Football League signs such 
a Registration Form as an  Amateur Player AGE GROUP 10-17  with a new Club in membership of the 
Scottish Professional Football League, then provided his former Club  with which he was an  
Amateur Player Age Group 10-17 has made an offer of a further period of registration to the Player 
prior to the expiry of his Registration Form, in accordance with the End of Season Procedures set out 
in Paragraph 12 of the Registration Procedures,  the Player’s former Club shall be entitled to 
reimbursement of the costs of the Player’s training and development. 

 
2.2  The amount due to a Club in terms of Paragraph 2.1 of this Annex 8 will be based on the formula for 

reimbursement of costs of training as approved by the Board from time to time, and as is available 
upon request to the Scottish FA.  For the avoidance of doubt, payment of the reimbursement of 
training costs for the Player in terms of this Paragraph 2.2 of this Annex 8 shall be awarded either by 
the Scottish FA or relevant league (if applicable), but not both.  

 
2.3 No rights of reimbursement of costs of training and development that a Club may have in terms of 

this rule shall prevent a Player moving to a new Club. 
 
2.4 Any dispute arising out of the requirement to pay compensation or otherwise, under Paragraph 2 of 

this Annex 8 shall be resolved in accordance with the Dispute Resolution Procedure contained at 
Annex 2 of the Registration Procedures. 

 
 

     3          Amateur Player, up to Age 19, moving between Scottish Professional Football League Clubs as an 
 Amateur  
 
3.1         When an Amateur Player who had last been registered with a Scottish Professional Football League 

Club as an Amateur Player is registered as an Amateur Player with another Scottish Professional 
League Club then the Player’s former club shall be entitled to reimbursement of the costs of the 
Player’s training and development.  

 
3.2  The amount due to a Club in terms of Paragraph 3.1 of this Annex 8 will be based on the formula for 

reimbursement of costs of training as approved by the Board from time to time, and as is available 
upon request to the Scottish FA.  For the avoidance of doubt, payment of the reimbursement of 
training costs for the Player in terms of this Paragraph 3.2 of this Annex 8 shall be awarded either by 
the Scottish FA or relevant league (if applicable), but not both.  

 
3.3 No rights of reimbursement of costs of training and development that a Club may have in terms of 

this rule shall prevent a Player moving to a new Club. 
 
3.4 Any dispute arising out of the requirement to pay compensation or otherwise, under Paragraph 3 of 

this Annex 8 shall be resolved in accordance with the Dispute Resolution Procedure contained at 
Annex 2 of the Registration Procedures. 
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Annex 9 - Rules for approaches to and signing of Scottish Youth FA Clubs’ registered Players and Club 
Academy Scotland Players 
 
1 Introduction 
 
1.1  These regulations in this Annex 9 are intended to ensure that Scottish FA Member Clubs follow the 

Registration Procedures in relation to approaches to and signing of Scottish Youth FA Clubs’ 
registered Players.  

1.2  This Annex 9 is intended to assist in ensuring that all children participating in football do so in a safe 
environment, and in recognition of the fact that those Scottish Youth FA Club Registered Officials 
who organise and/or deliver sport to children have a duty of care to make sure said children are safe 
and protected from harm and the risk of harm in and through sport.  

2  General  

2.1 No Club(s) or any other person under the jurisdiction of the Scottish FA shall  approach directly a 
Player under 16 years of age.  Any approach for such a Player must be via his parent(s)/guardian(s).  
Notwithstanding the foregoing any approach to a Player of a Scottish Youth FA Club must be made 
in accordance with Paragraph 3 of Annex 9 of the Registration Procedures. 

 

3 Notice of intention to approach and signing Player of a Scottish Youth FA Club   

3.1 Only a Recognised Official is permitted to make contact with and/or attempt to sign a Scottish Youth 
FA Club concerning any of its registered Players.   

 
3.2   Notice of a Scottish FA Member Club’s expression of interest and/or attempt to sign must be made 

either in writing (including by email or fax) and be lodged with a Recognised Official of the Player’s 
Scottish Youth FA Club.   The Scottish Youth FA Club, if granting permission, must do so in writing to 
the Scottish FA Member Club prior to any approach being made and/or attempt to sign and/or any 
discussions being had with, the Player or his parent(s)/ guardian(s).  

 
3.3 Should a Scottish FA Member Club or Recognised Official be contacted by the parent(s)/guardian(s) 

of a registered Player of a Scottish Youth FA Club, then the Scottish FA Member Club or Recognised 
Official, must advise a Recognised Official of the Scottish Youth FA Club concerned of the approach 
and/or attempt to sign.   The approach and/or attempt to sign must be notified in writing (including 
email or fax), and the Scottish FA Member Club must also seek the consent, in writing,  of the 
Scottish Youth FA Club to enter discussions with the Player or his parent(s)/guardians, prior to 
entering into any discussions with the Player or his parent(s)/guardians.  

  
3.4 Should a Scottish FA Member Club approach and/or attempt to sign a Scottish Youth FA Club Player 

or his parent(s)/guardian(s) prior to carrying out the procedures set out in this Annex 9 then it will 
be referred to the Compliance Officer who may refer the matter to the Judicial Panel. The Judicial 
Panel will have jurisdiction to deal with any such alleged breach and to impose sanctions in relation 
to it as prescribed within the Judicial Panel Protocol.  

 
3.5 Should the Recognised Official of the Scottish Youth FA Club formally deny the Scottish FA Member 

Club permission to enter discussions with one of its Players or their parent(s)/guardian(s) as 
appropriate then a Recognised Official of the Scottish FA Member Club should contact the Chief 
Executive of the Scottish Youth FA. 

 
3.6 If a Scottish FA Member Club which has observed the procedure in terms of this Annex 9 and is 

subsequently refused  permission by the Player’s Club to sign the Scottish Youth FA Player, then it 
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may do so by intimating (by Recorded delivery letter) 7 days’ notice of such proposed registration 
to: 

 
(a) the Secretary of the Scottish FA 
 
(b) the Chief Executive of the Scottish Youth FA, and; 
 
(c) the secretary of the Player’s Scottish Youth FA Club. 

 
 Upon receipt of notice in terms of this Paragraph 3.6 of Annex 9, a Scottish Youth FA Club must 

advise its relevant registration authority of the cancellation thus rendering the Player free to sign 
and be registered with his new Club. 

 
4 Scottish FA Licensed Team Scout attending a Scottish Youth FA Club’s match 
 
4.1  Should a Scottish FA Licensed Team Scout attending a Scottish Youth FA’s Club’s match wish to 

approach a Scottish Youth FA Club’s Player, then he must make himself known to a Recognised 
Official of the Scottish Youth FA Club by first introducing himself and showing his Scottish FA 
Licensed Team Scout registration card.  Permission must be granted by a Recognised Official of the 
Scottish Youth FA Club prior to any approach being made to the Player and/or his 
parent(s)/guardian(s).   Only in these limited circumstances, and only if verbal permission from a 
Recognised Official of the Scottish Youth FA Club is granted as set out in this Paragraph 4.1 of Annex 
9, prior written intimation to the Scottish Youth FA Club is not required.  

 
5 Club Academy Scotland Programme 
 
5.1 A Club shall not, either directly or indirectly, make any approach to or communicate with a Player 

who is registered as an  Amateur Player  with any Club participating within the Club Academy 
Scotland Programme other than in accordance with Scottish Professional Football League Rules in 
relation to Commitment Letters which must be strictly adhered to. 

 
5.2 A Player who is registered as an  Amateur Player  with a Club participating within the Club Academy 

Scotland Programme, shall not, either directly or indirectly, make any approach to another Club. 
 
5.3 When a Player is released from a Club participating in the Club Academy Scotland Programme, 

notification of the Players release will be intimated to the Chief Executive of the Scottish Youth FA 
who may share names and contact details with other Scottish Youth FA Member Clubs to allow 
Scottish Youth FA Member Clubs to support Players so released with the intention of ensuring that 
the Player will have the opportunity to remain in and continue to play football. 
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Annex 10 – Eligibility Issues  
 
1   General  

 
1.1  A Professional Player who is registered by means of a Registration Form, may only play with his 

Parent Club in the Scottish Professional Football League Development League or in the Scottish 
Youth Cup subject to the relevant rules of the competition, whilst on temporary transfer to another 
Club.  

 
1.2  Except where a Professional Player is registered upon a temporary transfer basis and, provided that 

he is otherwise eligible to do so, a Player who is registered by means of a Registration Form  with a 
Club in membership of the Scottish Junior FA may (with the written permission of the Junior Club  
with which he is registered) play  with any Club in full membership of the Scottish FA or in 
membership of an Affiliated Association. 

 
1.3  In the case of a temporary transfer of a Player from a Club in full membership of the Scottish FA or 

in membership of an Affiliated Association to a Club in membership of the Scottish Junior FA or vice 
versa then such a Player, with the written permission of the Club to which the Player has gone on 
temporary transfer too, may also play  with the Club which has temporarily transferred the Player 
providing that he is otherwise eligible to do so. 

 
1.4  Unless otherwise permitted by the specific Competition Rules, a Professional Player who is 

registered by means of a Registration Form, may only play: 

 
1.4.1  with the Club for which he is registered; 
 
1.4.2 with any authorised Club in a friendly match provided that he is otherwise eligible to do so and 

provided that the written authorisation of the Club with which he is registered is lodged with the 
Secretary before such match; 

 
1.4.3  with a representative team selected and organised by a Recognised Football Body having jurisdiction 

over all the Professional Players in the team; and  
 
1.4.4    and any other team and in any other circumstances for which the player has been given permission 

to play by the Scottish FA.  
 

1.5 Except as otherwise provided for in Paragraph 1.6 of this Annex 10, an Amateur Player may only play  
with the Club(s) for which he is registered provided that to do so is not contrary to the Registration 
Procedures. 

 
1.6 An Amateur Player who is registered upon an Amateur Player Registration Form may also play  with:  

 
1.6.1 A representative team selected and organised by a Recognised Football Body having 

jurisdiction over all the Players in the team; 
 

1.6.2 In any circumstances governed by any agreement between the Scottish Junior FA and any 
other Affiliated National Association; and 

 
1.6.3 In respect of an Amateur Player who plays  with a Scottish FA Junior Club only,  with a Club in 

full membership of the Scottish FA or in membership of an Affiliated Association in any 
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match in which he is eligible to play provided that the written permission of his Scottish 
Junior FA Club is obtained prior to each match.  For the avoidance of doubt, this Paragraph 
1.6.3 of Annex 10, does not apply if the Player is currently registered as a Youth Player or an 
Amateur Player with a Club in full membership of the Scottish FA or in membership of an 
Affiliated Association in which case he may only play  with the Club that he is registered with.  

 
 
2  Amateur Players  
 
2.1 An  Amateur Player Age Group 10-17 registered  with a Club in full membership of the Scottish FA or 

in membership of an Affiliated Association may also play  with his school team subject to the policy 
and discretion of the Club  with which he has signed, the detail of such policy having been clearly 
communicated to the Youth Player and his parents prior to signing the Registration Form.  

 
2.2 A Club participating in the Scottish Highland Football League Youth Development Initiative may sign 

and register  a  Player of a Scottish Youth FA Club and such a  Player will be eligible to play  with the 
Highland Football League Club and the Scottish Youth FA Club subject to the terms and conditions of 
any existing agreement between the Scottish Highland Football League and Scottish Youth FA.  

 
 General  
 
 Subject to any agreement(s) between the Scottish Highland Football League, East of Scotland 

League, South of Scotland League, Scottish Lowland Football League or the Scottish Junior FA and 
any Affiliated National Association a Scottish Youth FA Player may, providing the terms of any 
agreement(s) are not contrary to the Articles and these Registration Procedures and subject to 
Scottish FA approval, play with the club with which he is registered and a second club in accordance 
with the terms of the aforementioned agreement(s). 
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Annex 11 – Signing of Recreational Form Players, Compensation Payable and Training Fund Contributions 
 

1 General 
 
1.1 A Club in full membership of the Scottish FA or in membership of an Affiliated Association or in 

membership of the Scottish Junior FA may sign and register a Player who, at the time of signing  
with such Club, is registered upon a recreational form, by intimating by recorded delivery 7 days’ 
notice of such proposed registration to: (a) the Secretary; (b), as appropriate for the specific Player, 
the Secretary of the Scottish Amateur FA or Scottish Welfare FA and; (c) a Recognised Official of the 
Player’s current Club. 

 
1.2 Upon receipt of a notice in terms of Paragraph 1.1 of this Annex 11, an Affiliated National 

Association Club must immediately advise its relevant registration authority of the cancellation thus 
rendering the Player free to sign and be registered with his new Club thereafter. 

 
1.3 It shall be deemed to be a breach of the Registration Procedures and a Club may be liable to 

sanctions should a Club approach a Player who is, at the time of signing  with such Club, registered 
upon a recreational form prior to carrying out the above procedure.  Furthermore, where the Player 
is under 16 years of age, Clubs must also approach and obtain the consent of a Player’s 
parent(s)/guardian(s)/carer(s) prior to speaking to the Player.  

 
2 Compensation payable in respect of Recreational Form Players  
 
2.1 Compensation of £200 will be due to the Club of a Recreational Form Player if the Player currently 

registered with that Club, signs as a Professional Player  with a Club in full membership of the 
Scottish FA or in membership of an Affiliated Association.   

 
2.2. Should a Player who had been registered as a Recreational Form Player, subsequently be registered 

by a Professional Club as an Amateur Player or Youth Player, and thereafter be registered by such 
Professional Club as a Professional Player or Professional Non-Contract Player, then compensation 
in accordance with Paragraph 2.1 of this Annex 11,  shall be payable.  For the avoidance of doubt, 
such compensation shall only be payable under this Paragraph 2.2 if the Recreational Form Player 
has had his registration cancelled at the request of the Professional Club he subsequently signs  
with. 

 
2.3 Compensation of £120 will be due to the Club of a Recreational Form Player if the Player currently 

registered with that Club, signs as a Professional Non-Contract Player  with a Club in full 
membership of the Scottish FA or in membership of an Affiliated Association. 

 
2.4 Any entitlement to compensation under this Paragraph 2 of this Annex 11 shall lapse at the end of 

the Season of the Player’s 23rd birthday. 
 
2.5 Any sums payable in accordance with this Paragraph 2 of this Annex 11 must be paid within 30 days 

of the date the Player signs  with his new Club. 
 
2.6 Any dispute arising out of the requirement to pay compensation or otherwise, under this Paragraph 

2 of this Annex 11 shall be determined in accordance with the Dispute Resolution Procedure 
contained at Annex 2 of the Registration Procedures.  

 
2.7 No rights of compensation that a Club may have in terms of this Paragraph 2 of this Annex 11 shall 

prevent a player moving  to a new Club. 
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3 Training Fund Contribution 
 
3.1 When a Professional Club signs a Recreational Form Player as a Youth Player, a fee of £10 must be 

sent by the Professional Club to the secretary of the relevant Affiliated National Association. 
Confirmation of this payment should also be lodged with the Scottish FA’s Registrations 
Department.  Failure to adhere to this procedure may result in the matter being referred to the 
Compliance Officer for investigation and possible sanction in accordance with the Judicial Panel 
Protocol. 

 
3.2  This fund is to be redistributed by the Affiliated National Association to its member Clubs in 

recognition of its member Clubs contribution towards the training and development of Youth 
Players and confirmationp of any payment made to its member club(s) to be sent to the Scottish 
FA’s Registrations Department by the Chief Executive/Secretary of the relevant affiliated national 
association. 

 
3.3 No rights of compensation that a Club may have in terms of this Paragraph 3 of this Annex 11 shall 

prevent a player moving to a new Club. 
 

 
 

 


